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io In early February 1952, the Volkspolizei Dienststelle (VPD) in Quedilinburg~ 
Quarmbeck consisted of: the headquarters with a surply section, a motor 
transport section, g central ordnance section, an artillery supply section, 
a medical section, and a military band; 3 infantry Kommandos; 1 artillery 
Kormando; and 1 Sonderabteilung (Armd). Details on the composition of 
infantry Kommandos were not available, The structure of the artillery Kommando 
was as follows: headquarters with the commanding officer, the deouty commander 
and PK chief, a party secretary, an FDJ secretary, the chief of staff, the 
chief of training, an officer in charge of classified documents, and an un- 
determined nurber of clerks; 1 headquarters Zug consisting of computers, 
radio and telephone operators; 5 batteries with 1 headquarters Zug and 1 enn 
Zug and 4 guns to each battery, In early February 1952, the artillery Komman= 
do of the VPD in Quedlinburg-Quarmbeck was equipped with 3 model 18 x 105=ma 
light field howitzers, 1 Soviet 1226rm light field howilzer. and 1 Sertet 
76.2-mm AT gun. Source believed that the lst through lth Sonderabteilunrer: 
were distributed among the infantry Konmmandos, the 5th and 6th Sonderabteilun~ 
gen assigned to the artillery Kommando, vhile the 7th Sonderabteilung 
continued as an independent, unit and was designated an instruction company. 
As of 1 February, the VPD numbered about 1,800 men. ; 


2, After January 1952, the VPD in MuchJhausen was completely reorranized, Previous~ 
ly a bereitschaft could be considered as the equivalent of a regirernt, after 
the reorganization it rourhly corresponds to a division. Consequently, the 
Komnandos have become the equivalents of regiments, the Abteilungren becare 
Komnandos, the Zuege companies, and the squads Zuece. After the reorganization, 
an infantry Kommande consisted of 3 Abteilungen, each of which detached a 
liaison officer to the Ministry of State Security, An Abteilung is organized 
into 2 rifle Zuege, 1 heavy machine sun 4up, 1 enrineer Zup, 1 reconnaissance 
squad, 1 medical. squad, and in addition, 1 driver for the commanding offices 
of the Abteilung and 1 notoreycle messenger. A rifle Zug consists of 25X1X 
the platoon leader, his deputy, 1 PK functionary, 2 squad leaders and their 
deputies and an undetermined number of snipers and submachine runners.s & 
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heavy machine em Zur consists of the platoon leader and his deputy, 3 squad 
lenders and 3 aquads with 1 medel OB /LS or Maxim heavy machine sun to each 
squad. A mortar battery is comprised of the platoon leader (sic), his 
cenuty, 1 px funetienary, 2 squad leaders and 2 squads with € mertazs to 
each squad. The cimal-communication Zug consists of the platoon leader, 

2 squad leaders, 1 tolenhone and 1 radio section. The telephone section is 
composed of 3 construction crews with 1 NCC and 3 police te each crew, 

yhile the radio section has 3 teans each composed of 1 NCO anc 1 peiice, 
(CWS) The engineer Zug consists of the platoon leader and his deputy, 1 Ph 
functionary, 3 squad leaders and 3 squads with covering, demolition, smoxe, 
gillbex demolition, flame thrower, and supply parties, Source did not know 
yhether all these parties were assigned to each squad or wiether 2 of ther. 
formed one squad, i'n details were available on the strength of the 
reconnaissance squad of an Abteilunz. One sergeant (Med} and 2 medical 
auxiliaries were assipned tc each Zug. The artillery “emmandos have been 
reorganized and consist of 5 batteries vith 1 heacquarters and 1 fire gug 

to each battery. The artillery Kommarrio in Yuehlhansen was equipped with 
heavy nortars, 76.2-m guns and model LE heavy Fiold howitsers. One mun neue 
and one prime mover wore available fer each run, Senderabtellungen in 
existence included 1 reconnaissance bicycle Abtetlung equipped with srail 
arms; L AT Abteilung equipred vith 75mm cuns3 1 ALA Abteilung equipped wita 
cfercr suns; 1 tank Abteiluny eqnipped with T-34 tanks, C3—mm SP runs, Soviet 
armored reconnaissance cars anc nedel Reith ammunition prime movers. The 
rotor transrort section consisted of the comvaniing officer, a deputy 
commandes ard P& chief’, arc) an undetermined number cf drivers anc student 
drivers, It vas equipned with trucks, mostly Moreh, sedans of varicus types 
which were exclusively at the cisposal of the headquarters, and motorcycles. 
Tn early March 1992, the VPD vas quartered in the Goermer Kaserne and in 
buildings on llellreder Landstrasse, * 


25X1A + [=a caren The information on the reorganization of the VPNs in Qucdlin- 
pire and “uchThausen is transmitted in one report in orcer to show more 
clearly the diserepancies in the statements on the reorganization of the 
Yolxspolizei. The following peints apysar to be of special interest, The 
YVPD in Quedlinburg, alleredly, comprised only ene Sonderabteilung, cesipnated 
instruction company, vhile four such Sonderabteilungeny namely reconnaissance »y 
AT artillery, AAA, and armored units, are reportedly in existence with the 
VPD in Muetihausen,. Prior to the reorganisation, the artillery “ommandos 
consisted of four batteries each. The Sth battery now in existence either is: 
the former heavy mortar Senderabteilunn (heavy mortars were mentioned in 
cennection with che YPD in Muehlhausen) or another cun battery (the VPD in 
Quedlinburg recortedly has 5 batteries with 4 cuns to each battery). In 
Quedlinburg, the reconnaissance Abteilung was distributed amon the infantry 
Komandos.,. In “uehlhausen, however, the infantry ALteilongen orpanized 
~econnaissance gsouads of their own, while a bicycle reconnaissance Sondcr~ 
abteilunrc was retained, The arnored reconnaissance cars previously gssicned 
to the reconnaissance Abteilunr have, alleredly, been transferred to the tank 
Sonderabtetlung.. After the reormanization vent into effect, an infantry Abe 
tellune in Muehlhausen, allerecly, includes a sipnalecormunication Zug of 
JL wen. Since a VPD is corprised of ? infantry Abtcilunren, the tote! sbtrenrth 
of all cipnalecommunicstion Zuers would be 1'9 man. Prior to the reorganization 
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the sicnal-comrunieation Sonderahtelluy,: actually consisted of about 1:5 men. 
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the sienolecorswnication “uere of the infantry Kormancos had conciderably 
fever personnel. It therefore appears impossible that tre sicnal~cormunication 
“~arsonnel of tre infantry Fomsandes should have been dovblec ov even trinled. 
"gmilar cheeks with revarc to de mortar batteries anc enrinecr platoons, 
which, alleredly, are organic components o° the infansry Abteilungen, incicate 
shat the orraniantion of the infantry Abteilung as stated in the présent 
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report is incorrect. It is believed that in connection with tho reorranization 
of the Volkspolizei some Sonderabteiluncten were either distributed emonge 

the inflividvel Kommantos or incorporated into them. It is believed highly 
improbable that the Sonderabteilunren were mlit up to the extent that 
components are now assigned to the individual Abteilungen, The actuel 
oracedure followed with resard to these fonderabteilungen cannot bo ceterrined 
from the contradictory information available. It can only be said with sare 
derree of certainty that the 7th Sonderabteilung (Armd) and probably alse 

she reconnaissance Abteilung continue to exist. There is a possibility that 
all armored elements have been brought under a centralized command. 
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